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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A reconfigurabj/e cartridge processing module for 
in a data storage system, comprising: 

a frame havirig a plurality of sets of mounting 
locations provided thereon so that said frame defines 
a first component configuration and a second 
component configuration, the first component 
configuration comprising : 

a first cartridge receiving device mounted 
to a first set of the plurality of sets of 
mounting locations provided on said frame so 
that said first cartridge receiving device is 
locatep at a first position within said frame; 
and 

second cartridge receiving device mounted 
to a/ second set of the plurality of sets of 
mounting locations provided on said frame so 
than: said second cartridge receiving device is 
located at a second position within said frame; 
the second component configuration comprising a third 
cartridge receiving device mounted to a third set of 
the plurality of sets of mounting locations provided 
on said frame. 



2. The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of claim 1, wherein said first cartridge receiving device 
comprises a half -width cartridge read/write device. 



3. The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of claim 1, wherein said second cartridge receiving device 
comprises a cartridge storage magazine. 



4. The reconf igurable cartridge processing 
of claim 1, wherein said third cartridge receiving 
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comprises a full-width cartridge read/write device. 

5. The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of claim 1, wherein the second position is located 
adjacent the first position so that said second cartridge 
receiving device is located adjacent said first cartridge 
5 receiving device when said frame is in the first component 
configuration . 



6. The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of claim 1, wherein the second position is located 
alongside the first position so that said second cartridge 
receiving device is located alongside said first cartridge 
receiving device when said frame is in the first component 
configuration . 



7 . The recon 
of claim 1, wherei 
an upper plate, th 
positioned in gene 
and wherein the p 
are provided on t* 




rtridge processing module 
comprises a lower plate and 
and the upper plate being 
1, spaced-apart relation, 
ets of mounting locations 
upper plates of said frame. 



8. The rgfc^nf igurable /cartridge processing module 
of claim 7, yherfein sanLd/rirst and second cartridge 
receiving devices £fs^ located substantially between the 
upper and lower plates of said frame when said frame is in 
the first component configuration. 



9. / The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of clairfi 7, wherein said third cartridge receiving device 
is located substantially between the upper and lower 
plates of said frame when said frame is in the second 
component configuration . 
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10. A reconf igurable cartridge processing module for 
use in a data storage system, comprising: 

a frame havi/ng a plurality of sets of mounting 
locations provided thereon so that said frame defines 
5 a first component configuration and a second 

component configuration, the first component 
configuration comprising : 

a firfst cartridge receiving device mounted 
to a firfst set of the plurality of sets of 
10 mounting/ locations provided on said frame so 

that said first cartridge receiving device is 
located at a first position within said frame; 
and 

second cartridge receiving device mounted 
15 to a / second set of the plurality of sets of 

mounting locations provided on said frame so 
thau said second cartridge receiving device is 
located at a second position within said frame, 
the! second position being located adjacent the 
20 fitst position so that said second cartridge 

receiving device is located alongside said first 
rtridge receiving device; 
the sefcond component configuration comprising a third 
cartridge receiving device mounted to a third set of 
25 the plurality of sets of mounting locations provided 

on said frame. 



11. The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of claim 10, wherein said first cartridge receiving device 
comprises a half-width cartridge read/write device. 
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device comprises a cartridge storage magazine. 

13. The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of claim 10, wherein said third cartridge receiving device 
comprises a full-width cartridge read/write device. 
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14. A reconf igurable cartridge processing module for 
in a data storage system,/comprising : 

frame means for/ defining a first component 
configuration and a /second component configuration, 
the first component configuration comprising: 

first (Cartridge receiving means mounted to 
said frame means for receiving at least one 
data cartridge; and 

second cartridge receiving means mounted to 
said/xrame means for receiving said at least one 
dat,a cartridge; 
the sec/ond component configuration comprising third 
cartr/dge receiving means mounted to said frame for 
receiving said at least one data cartridge. 



15. The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of claim 14, wherein said second cartridge receiving means 
is mounted adjacent said first cartridge receiving means 
when said frame means is in the first component 
configuration . 



16. The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of claim 14, wherein said second cartridge receiving means 
is mounted alongside said first cartridge receiving means 
when said frame means is in the first component 

5 configuration. 

17. The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
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of claim 14, wherein said first cartridge receiving means 
comprises cartridge read/write means for reading data from 
and writing data to said at least one data cartridge. 



18. The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of claim 14, wherein said second cartridge receiving means 
comprises cartridge storage magazine means for storing 
said at least one data cartridge. 



19, The reconf igurable cartridge processing module 
of claim 14, wherein said third cartridge receiving means 
comprises cartridge read/write means for reading data from 
and writing data to said at least one data cartridge. 
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20. A method, comprising: 

providing la frame having a plurality of sets of 
mounting locations thereon; 

defining/ a first component configuration by 
mounting a fo_rst cartridge receiving device to a 
first set off the plurality of sets of mounting 
locations provided on said frame and by mounting a 
second cartridge receiving device to a second set of 
the plurality of sets of mounting locations provided 
on said ftfame so that the second cartridge receiving 
device iys located adjacent the first cartridge 
receiving device; or, in the alternative, 

defining a second component configuration by 
mountiryg a third cartridge receiving device to a 
third /set of the plurality of sets of mounting 
locations provided on said frame. 
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